In the title compound, C 18 H 17 NO 4 , the hydroxyethanimine group is essentially coplanar with the ring to which it is attached [C-C-N-O torsion angle = 179.94 (14) ]. The molecules are linked into cyclic centrosymmetric R 2 2 (6) dimers via O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds and the crystal packing is further stabilized by C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). used in coordination and analytical chemistry (Chaudhuri, 2003) . Some naturally occurring caffeic acids and their esters attract much attention in biology and medicine (Hwang et al., 2001; Altug et al., 2008) .These compounds show antiviral, antibacterial, vasoactive, antiatherogenic, antiproliferative, antioxidant and antiinflammatory properties (Atik et al.,2006; Padinchare et al., 2001; Ates et al., 2006) . Against this background,and in order to obtain detailed information on molecular conformations in the solid state, an X-ray study of the title compound was carried out and the results are presented here. X-Ray analysis confirms the molecular structure and atom connectivity as illustrated in Fig. 1 
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Experimental
To a stirred solution of (E)-methyl 2-((2-formylphenoxy)methyl)-3-phenylacrylate (4 mmol) in 10 ml of EtOH/H 2 O mixture (1:1) was added NH 2 OH.HCl (6 mmol) in the presence of 50% NaOH at room temperature. Then the reaction mixture was allowed to stir at room temperature for 1.5 h. After completion of the reaction, solvent was removed and crude mass was diluted with water (15 ml) and extracted with ethyl acetate (3 × 15 ml). The combined organic layer was washed with brine (2 × 10 ml) and dried over anhydrous Na 2 SO 4 and then evaporated under reduced pressure to obtain (E)-Methyl 2-((2-((E)-(hydroxyimino)methyl)phenoxy)methyl)-3-phenylacrylate as a colourless solid.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were set to calculated positions and refined as riding on their parent atoms with O-H = 0.82Å and C-H ranging from 0.93Å to 0.97Å and U(H) set to 1.2 U eq (C) or 1.5 U eq (C methyl , O). 
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for H atoms. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. 
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